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from those causes of corruption of which history is
the inexorable witness, and to which others admit
themselves to be liable; an immunity from going
wrong, a supernatural exception from the common
tendency of mankind to be led astray, from the com-
mon necessity to correct and reform themselves when
they are proved wrong. How far this is realised, not
on paper and in argument, but in fact, is indeed one
of the most important questions for the world, and it
is one to which the world will pay more heed than to
the best writing about it There are not wanting
signs, among others of a very different character, of
an honest and philosophical recognition of this by
some of the ablest writers of the Roman communion.
The day on which the Roman Church ceases to
maintain that what it holds must be truth because it
holds it, and admits itself subject to the common con-
dition by which God has given truth to men, will be
the first hopeful day for the reunion of Christendom.